
Dear   Parents   and   Guardians,  

Welcome   to   the   2020-2021   school   year   at   Bret   Harte!   We   would   like   to   give   you   some  

information   about   second   grade,   especially   your   child’s   teacher.   We   are   very   excited   to   begin   a  

new,   if   much   different,   school   year,   but   we   are   looking   forward   to   meeting   each   student   both  

virtually   and   in   person.   First,   we   would   like   to   tell   you   a   little   bit   about   ourselves.   

Mrs.   Emily   Batt  

This   is   my   25th   year   teaching,   almost   all   of   which   has   been   here   at   Harte.   I   hold   a  

Master’s   in   Elementary   Education   and   have   taught   math   basic   skills,   third   grade   and   second  

grade.   Second   grade   is   a   wonderful   year   for   students,   filled   with   exciting   new   things   to   learn,   fun  

and   laughter,   as   well   as   a   level   of   growth   that   truly   is   satisfying   to   watch.   I   am   a   mom   of   a   12  

year   old   7th   grader   at   Beck   and   a   14   year   old   freshman   at   East.   I   grew   up   in   Cherry   Hill,   as   did  

my   husband,   who   went   to   Bret   Harte   himself.   I   have   been   privileged   to   watch   my   own   children  

grow   in   Cherry   Hill   Public   schools   as   well   as   watch   countless   other   children   do   so   as   a   teacher.   

Ms.   Charity   Baker   

This   is   my   first   year   as   a   teacher.   However,   I   have   worked   in   different   schools   as   well   as  

a   substitute   teacher.   I   also   worked   a   year   as   an   educational   assistant   in   a   self-contained  

classroom.   I   am   certified   not   only   as   an   elementary   education   teacher   but   in   special   education  

and   English.   Teaching   is   my   passion   and   I   am   so   excited   to   join   the   team.   I   am   no   stranger   to  



Cherry   Hill   Public   schools   as   I   too   attended   Bret   Harte   and   graduated   from   East.   I   cannot   wait   to  

learn   and   grow   with   your   children.  

Ms.   Arezou   Montgomery   

This   is   my   25th   year   of   teaching   in   Cherry   Hill.    I   have   my   Masters   in   Education   and   am  

also   a   reading   specialist.    I   have   taught   K-5th   grade   in   three   of   our   elementary   schools.    I   also  

reside   in   Cherry   Hill   and   attended   East.   Interestingly   enough,   Bret   Harte   is   my   neighborhood  

school   growing   up,   my   mom   still   lives   in   our   neighborhood.    My   firstborn   graduated   from   East  

last   year,   my   daughter   will   begin   her   junior   year   at   East   and   my   youngest   son   will   begin   his  

freshman   year   at   East.    I   am   very   excited   to   teach   2nd   grade   again   and   look   forward   to   meeting  

your   children.   It   is   a   magical   year   of   growth!  

We   know   that   this   year   presents   many   challenges,   and   we   look   forward   to   meeting   those  

challenges   with   you.   We   will   do   our   best   to   work   through   the   many   things   that   will   arise  

throughout   the   year,   but   with   your   help,   we   can   work   as   a   team   to   make   this   a   great   school   year.  

 

Sincerely,  

Charity   Baker,   Emily   Batt   and   Arezou   Montgomery  

 


